ALP Broadcast from 5KA at 6.55 pm - Friday, 19th July, 1968 - by the Hon. R. R. Loveday, MP, Member for Whyalla by unknown
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231
This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/3527
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/
Title:
ALP Broadcast from 5KA at 6.55 pm - Friday, 19th July, 1968 - by the Hon. R. R.
Loveday, MP, Member for Whyalla
Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/3527
© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan
3 5 ^ 7 
A.L.P. BROADCAST FROM 5KA AT 6.55 P.M. - FRIDAY. 19th JULY. 1968 -BY THB HON. R.R. LOVKDAY. K.P.. MEMBER FOR VVHYALLA. 
good mm<> Mmms* 
When the South Australian Parliament re«assembles next Tuesday, 
July 23rd, we can he certain that this will he one of the liveliest 
sessions In lte history. The Labor Party's success In retaining 
the seat of Mllllcent leaves the House of Assembly with 19 Members 
on each side with the Speaker committed to supporting the Government. 
This means that the government lacks the constitutional majority of 
20 L.C.L* Members In its own right which would be necessary to make 
any alterations to the South Australian Constitution* To effect 
any Constitutional alterations, such as amendments to the Electoral 
Act, the Government will need the agreement of the Opposition* 
Electoral reform will naturally be the outstanding matter 
for debate this session. No longer can the Liberal Party evade this 
Issue - the people of South Australia, Including many of those who 
usually support the L.C.L.; are disgusted with the gerrymander which 
has made South Australian politics a laughing stock and a byword 
throughout the Commonwealth. 
But although the L.C.L* cannot evade the Issue there Is 
still evidence that the Premier and his followers are determined 
not to be guided by fair democratic principles but will do everything 
possible to cling to power. 
Before the Mllllcent by-election the Premier was reported 
in "The Advertiser" of May 30 as saying, and 1 quote, "If we win 
Mllllcent X will consider it an endorsement of our electoral plan." 
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"If we lose liillicent X will consider It an endorsement of the 
A.L.P. plan and of course we will then have to compromise to 
achieve electoral reform". 
Ae you know, we won isilllceixt tout we have heard nothing 
further about the compromise. In fact in the Lieutenant-
Governor's Speech of JUns 25 all we got was the L.C.L. electoral 
plan and no word about compromise. We have had a complete 
refusal from the Premier to follow the usual time honoured 
custom of a conference to disouse details of a compromise before 
bringing the matter before the House. v<© nave said it could be 
in public If he wished It t&at way. But no, he will have no 
preliminary discussion* 
Obviously such a discussion would not only be time saving 
but would eliminate unprofitable argument and the difficulties 
and delays into rent in moving amendments to a Bill of such a 
controversial nature* 
In the debate on the Supply Bill on June 25th last our 
Leader of the Opposition, the Hon. Don Duns tan. In dealing with 
the question of Electoral Reform,pointed out that whilst the 
Opposition Is now In a position to prevent the Government from 
amending the Electoral Act in the House of Assembly except by 
agreement with the Labor Party, this Constitutional protection 
for the people of South Australia is a limited one. It IS 
limited to our being able to prevent the passage of the Bill 
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through the Lower House at the second and third readings* 
Consequently the Leader gave notice that we would not be pre-
pared to pasQ a Bill at the third reading after agreement in the 
Committee stage unless we have a dear and unequivooal under-
taking that the Bill will not be amended by the Government 
majority in the Upper HOUBS and that any such amendments would 
not then be sent back to the House of Assembly to overrule the 
agreement arrived at there* This was noceesary, since thero Is 
no Constitutional barrier to this being done* 
The Premier wae told plainly that this device would not 
be available to him* 
By Its actions the present Hall Government has already 
made It apparent that ite statements about electoral reform 
cannot be trusted and that Its intention Is to have Parliament 
sitting for as little time as possible* Presumably the Premier 
hopes that the passage of time will deaden the lively Interest 
South Australians have in achieving a fair electoral system - a 
system which will enable them to elect the government they want 
or to dismiss it If they choose* If this is his thinking, he 
will be sadly disappointed, for the people are now well aware 
of the urgent need for electoral reform in this State and are 
determined to secure It* 
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